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IRELAND. 



CRIMINAL TABLES FOR THE YEAR 1847. 



Explanations and Calculations with reference to the accompanying Tables. 



The following Tables are compiled from Returns made to the Local Inspectors 
of the Gaols by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant to 7 Geo. IV., chap. 
74 ; and, being compared with tho records of each gaol, furnish a statement of 
the amount of crime in the respective counties in Ireland, as shown by the 
number of persons committed for trial during the year 1847. 

lables have also been prepared, showing for each countv, separately, the sex 
of the persons committed, their age, aud degree of instruction, so far as these 
particulars can be ascertained. 

Summaries are annexed, showing at one view the total number of persons 
committed for trial or bailed in each county in Ireland collectively, the descrip- 
tion of offence with which charged, aud the result of the proceedings. 

llie Criminal iables /or 184/ present an increase of 12,717 committals, a 
result which was to have been anticipated from the famine which prevailed for 
that entire period, and the social disorganization consequent on a state of 
universal distress. 

That this increase, which has amounted to G8*7G per cent., may be mainly 
attributed to these causes, will appear from the fact, that of this excess iii 
the number of commitments, a large per centage has been derived from 
Table No. III., comprising offences most frequently committed under the 
pressure of severe privations. While every county in Ireland participated 
in the calamities consequent on the failure of the potato crop, those of 
Galway, Mayo, Cork, Roscommon, Leitrim, and part of Fermanao-h, were 
particularly remarked as suffering the deepest privations ; and on referrino- to 
the Tables it will be seen that in these districts the increase in the number of 
committals has been in corresponding ratio. It is to be observed further, that 
the results to be drawn as to the social moral condition of the country from the 
decrease or increase in the commitments, ought not in the present instance to be 
deduced, without taking into consideration the fact that at least 8 per cent, of these 
numbers have been recommitments ; and the records of the gaols bear painful 
evidence, that while the amount of crime has to a serious extent increased, 
the Prisons of Ireland have been crowded by a class of persons hitherto of good 
character, who have committed offences, by families , with the view of obtaining 
within their precincts, the support which they failed to procure, in sufficient 
quantity or regularity, from the legitimate sources of parochial relief or from 
charitable contributions. These persons, on being again let loose on society, 
after a temporary imprisonment, had too frequently no other resource than the 
commission of some fresh offence ; aud hence these recommitments, which have 
particularly occurred under the head of “ Cattle Stealing,” an offence which, 
having been leniently dealt with at the Spring Sessions of the Peace for 1847, 

*a 2 
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became so prevalent as to require the check of the punishment of “transportation” 
at the closing Sessions of that year. 

The committals for the year 1847 amount to 31,209, and show an increase 
of 12,717, or 68-76 per cent. 

Gross number of committals for the years 

1841. 1842. 1843. 1844. 1843. 184(i. 1847. 

20,796 21,186 20,126 19,448 16,696 18,492 31,209 

In Class No. 1, “ Offences against the person with violence,” the number of 
committals was 4,549, being a decrease of about 1 1 per cent. 

In Class No. 2, “ Offences against property with violence,” an increase of 71-85 
per cent, has occurred ; the numbers in that class for the past year being 2,229. 

In Class No. 3, “ Offences agaiust property without violence,” the committals 
have amounted to 17,484, showing an increase in that class of 10,881, or about 
164 per cent. 

In Class No. 4, “ Malicious offeuces against property” have increased from 191 
to 321, or at the rate of 68-06 per cent. 

In Class No. 5, “ Forgeries and offences against the currency,” there has been 
an increase of 84, or about 85 per cent. 

Class No. 6, “ Miscellaneous offences,” shows an increase also of 24-09 per cent.; 
the numbers for the last year being 6,443, or a difference, as compared with 
the preceding year, of 1,251 committals. 



Table showing the Increase and Decrease of Committals for the years 1846 and 1847, arranged 
according to classes. 



Class. 


1846. 


1847. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Per Cent. 


1. Offences against tie person with violence, . 


5,110 


4,549 




561 


11 


2. Offences against property with violence, 


1,297 


2,229 


932 


- 


71-85 


3. Offences against property without violence, 


6,603 


17,484 


10,881 


_ 


164 


4. Malicious offences against property, . 


191 


321 


130 


_ 


68-06 


5. Forgeries and offences against the currency, 


99 


183 


84 


_ 


85 


6. Miscellaneous offences, .... 


5,192 


6,443 


1,251 


- 


24-09 



Gross increase on the year 1847, as compared with 1846, 12,717, or 68-76 
per cent. 

Considered as to the character of the offence, in Class 1, “Offences against 
the person with violence,” under the head of Murder, there has been an increase 
of 19-38 per cent.; the numbers charged with this offence for 1847 being 117, of 
these on trial 92 were acquitted and discharged. Numbers committed for Murder 
during the last seven years : — 

1841. 1842. 1843. 1844. 1845. 184G. 1847. 

120 189 101 129 92 98 117 

The committals for “ Manslaughter” amount to 159, and show a decrease 
of 32-05 per cent. ; while the crime of “ Shooting at,” &c., appears to have been 
on the increase during the past year. Numbers committed for “ Shooting at,” 
&c., during the last five years : — 

1843. 1844. 1845. 1846. 1847. 

57 63 73 63 85 

Committals for “Rape” have decreased from 125 to 62, or about 50 per 
cent. ; and the commitments for “ Assaults,” which comprise malicious and com- 
mon, appear to have decreased from 4,090 to 3,772; and there has been a further 
decrease of 44-62 per cent, under “Assaults on Peace Officers.” 

In Class No. 2, “ Offences against property, committed with violence,” the 
committals for “ Burglary” have increased to 724, or 589 per cent. ; while the 
committals for “Breaking into dwelling-houses” have reached 19, or an excess 
of 78-68 per cent.; “ Robbery” shows a very considerable increase, viz.: — 408 per 
cent., while robbery of “ Arms” on the other hand shows a decrease of about 113 
per cent. 

The crime of “ Taking and holding forcible possession,” which has for some 
years been increasing, now shows a decrease of about 27 per cent. 
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In “ Cattle-stealing,” comprising all descriptions of that crime, the increase has 
amounted to 2,778 committals, the whole number for the past year having reached 
3,135 ; “ Simple Larceny” has also increased from 5,445 to 12,260, or a difference 
of 6,815 committals. 

Class No. 3, includes also “ Receiving stolen goods and under this description 
of offence there has been an excess of 382 committals, or 153 per cent. 

Class No. 4, in cases of “ Arson” there has been an increase of 70-37 per cent. ; 
while the committals for “Killing cattle,” &c., have been increased from 11 to 
103 committals. 

In “Forgery,” and other crimes included in Class No. 5, there appears to be 
little worthy of remark ; but the excess in this class arises principally from 
forgery of notes, and passing base coin. 

In Class No. 6, under “ Assembling Armed,” there has been an increase of 158 
per cent. ; while the committals for rescue have amounted to 2,251, or about an 
increase of 129 per cent. 

It is worthy ot remark that the offence of “ Rescuing Prisoners,” as shown by 
the committals in this class has been decreased from 83 to 11 committals. 

The total numbers convicted during the last year were 15,233 ; of those there 
were — 



Sentenced to Death, . ... . . .25 

„ Transportation for life, . . . .87 

» » 14 years, . .71 

» » 7 years, . . . 1,587 i 

.» » other periods, . . . 440 

„ Imprisonment for 3 years, . . _ 1 1 

” » 2 years, . . . 342 

” » 1 year, . . . 1,428 

. » » 6 months and under, . . 9,440 

Fined, whipped, or discharged, <fcc., . . . .1 g21 

Sentence respited, . . . . . ’jgj 

15,233 



The total number acquitted and discharged amounted to 15,976, 



Not guilty on trial, . . . .. . . 6,614 

No hills found, . . . . _ 4 ggg 

No prosecution, . . . . . .4*412 

Bailed, and not tried, . . . . . . * 90 

Insane, 24 

—15,976 

Grand Total, • . , 31 209 



Of the 25 capital sentences passed, 8 were executed ; those took place in 
Carlow, Donegal, Limerick, and Tipperary. Seventeen were commuted to trans- 
portation for life. 



Sentences passed in each of the last six years. 



Sentences. 


1842. 


1843. 


1844. 


1845. 


184C. 


1847. 


Death, . ..... 


25 


16 


20 


13 


14 




Transported for life, 


29 


39 


45 


39 


49 




„ for 15 or 14 years, 


44 


24 


16 


14 


29 




„ for 10 years, 


- 


_ 


- 








„ for 7 years, 


677 


482 


526 


428. 


504 




„ for other periods, . 


211 


158 


113 


134 


121 




Imprisoned above 3 years, 


- 


_ 


_ 


_ 






„ 3 years and above 2 years, 


6 


3 


2 




3 




,, 2 years and above 1 year, 


127 


140 


107 


115 


193 




„ 1 year and above 6 months, 


662 


571 


539 


534 


■758 


1,428 


„ 6 months and under, 


5,973 


5,282 


4,842 


4,347 






Fined or discharged, tfec. . 


1,878 


1,554 


1,738 


1,349 


1,852 




Sentence respited, .... 


232 


351 


94 


128 


219 


'181 



The Proportion of Convictions to Acquittals during the past year has been as 
48-81 to 51-19. 
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Considered as to the classes of crime, the following are the results : — 

Class. Convicted. Acquitted. 

1. Offences against person, 35*54 . 64*45 

2. Offences against property, with violence, . . . 44*54 . 55*45 

3. Offences against property, without violence, . . . 57*57 . 42*21 

4. Malicious offences against property, .... 43*61 . 56*38 

5. Forgery, and offences against currency, .... 47*54 . 53*45 

6. Miscellaneous offences, 35*6 . 64*39 

The Returns as to the state of Instruction show a decrease in the number of 
instructed offenders. 

Number of Persons committed in 1845, 1S4G, and 1847, and their state of Instruction. 

1 IUH. Percent. 1846. Percent. 1 847. Percent. 



Read and write, .... 


4,404 . 


, 26*37 


4,700 , 


. 25*41 ' 


5,830 . 


. 18*67 


Read only, ..... 


2,189 . 


13*11 


2,312 . 


, 12*5 


4,597 . 


, 14*7 


Neither read nor write, 


5,297 . 


31*72 


6,243 . 


i 33*75 


13,598 , 


, 43*56 


Instruction could not he ascertained. 


4,806 . 


, 28*78 


5,237 . 


28*32 


7,184 . 


. 23* 



Table showing the Ago of Persons committed during the years 1845, 1S46, and 1847. 

1845. l!14li. 1847. 



Aged at and under 16, 


87S . 


. 1,007 . 


. 2,382 


„ 21, 


. 2,470 . 


. 2,824 . 


. 5,280 


„ 30. 


. 4,589 . 


. 5,346 . 


. 8,550 


„ 40', 


. 2,132 . 


. 2,333 . 


. 4,511 


„ 50, 


. 1,139 . 


. 1,094 . 


. 2,149 


„ 60, 


480 . 


527 . 


927 


Above • 60, 


203 . 


185 . 


299 


Ago could not he ascertained, . . . 4,805 . 


. 5,176 . 


. 7,111 


Total, 


. 16,696 . 


. 18,492 . 


. 31,209 



Return of Committals, distinguishing those at end under the Ago of 1G, for following years. 
Years. Total number of Committals. Under ago of 16. 

1S41, .... 20,796 .... 1,459, or 7*01 per cent. 

1842, .... 21, ISC .... 1,156, or 5*45 „ 

1543, .... £0,126 .... 830,or4*12 ., 

1544, .... 19,448 .... 959, or 4*93 „ 

1845, .... 16,696 .... 878, or 5* 25 „ 

1846, .... 18,492 .... 1,007, or 5*44 „ 

1847, .... 31,209 .... 3,382,or7*63 „ 

The number of unascertained eases, as to age and instruction, is still very 
considerable, amounting to about 23 per cent. 

The summary convictions, brought before Magistrates at Petty Sessions, 
amount to 25,810, being an increase of about 54 per cent, on preceding year. 

Cases brought forward at Petty Sessions for following years. 

1G42. 1843. 1844. 1845. 1846. 1847. 

17,009 18,848 IS, 877 17,512 16,695 25,810 

The Committals to the County Gaols and Bridewells for drunkenness, under 
the Act 6 & 7 Wm. IV., cap. 38, decreased in the past year at the rate of 33*44 
per cent., viz: — 

1842. 1843. 1844. * 184.5. 1846. 1847. 

County Gaols, . . 10,098 . 10,985 . 12,287 . 12,331 . • 13,035 . 9,417 

Bridewells, . . . 7,298 . 9,477 . 12,075 . 9,745 . 10,247 . 6,079 

17,396 20,462 24,362 22,076 23,282 15,496 

Chief Secretary’s Office, Dublin Castle, - 

March , 1848. 
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ABSTRACT of CRIME IN IRELAND, 1847. 



COUNTIES. 


1. 

Number of 
Criminals at Assiz 
and Quarter Sos 


2. 

Summary Convic 
I tlons at Potty 
! Sessions, and Case 


3. 

Number committed for Drunkenness 
under 6 & 7 Wm. IV., cap. 38. 




1 brought before 
Magistrates. 


County Gaols. 


Bridewells. 


Antrim ------ 


780 


49 


_ 


207 


Cabkickfergus - 


24 


29 


7 


_ 


Armagh 


764 


42S 


154 


170 


Carlow ...... 


634 


496 


258 


_ 


Cavan ...... 


754 


312 


46 


37 


Clare ...... 


919 


187 


41 


106 


CoaK 


4,430 


2,190 


17 


1,396 


City 


482 


694 


- 


_ 


Donegal ...... 


488 


231 


6 


37 


Down 


612 


416 


63 


326 


Dublin ...... 


410 


1,670 


435 


- 


City 


1,844 


7,640 


4,193 




Fermanagh 


765 


390 


22 


- 


Galway ...... 


1,392 


964 


444 


443 


Town ..... 


132 


449 


141 


- 


Kerr t 


1,485 


393 


20 


337 


K, ““* { Shy : 


} 476 


463 


115 


- 


Kilkenny ------ 


341 


356 


12 


96 


City 


89 


118 


506 


- 


Kino’s County ----- 


704 


276 


83 


_ 


Leitrim ...... 


G10 


193 


21 


22 


Limerick ...... 


1,169 


319 


58 


417 


City 


18S 


426 


359 


- 


Londonderry ..... 


477 


267 


241 


130 


Longford - - - - - 


521 


574 


127 


- 


Louth ...... 


319 


139 


215 


58 


Drogheda ..... 


84 


20 


163 


- 


Mayo 


1,406 


594 


45 


103 


Meath 


469 


305 


36 


- 


Monaghan ...... 


640 


290 


28 


187 


Queen’s County - - - 


767 


345 


73 


33 


Roscommon ------ 


83S 


211 


31 


148 


Sligo 


684 


459 


8 


2 


{SSS : : 


1,201 

1,171 


706 

721 


132 

586 


1,366 


Tyrone ...... 


693 


415 


26 


100 


Waterford 


736 


168 


35 


53 


c 


171 


482 


519 








Westmeath ..... 


573 


258 


75 


44 


Wexford ...... 


461 


437 


45 


252 


Wicklow ...... 


506 


325 


31 


- 


Total, ... 


31,209 


25,810 


9,417 


6,079 1 








15,496 
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Abstract of Crime 
in 1847. 





COUNTY OF ANTRIM. 







CL13KKS 









PEItSONS 





r0 » I8 «J COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF CAKRICK.FEKGUS. 




TAB LE s howing the AP E and SEX of PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS of the CROWN and PEACE. 



Nnaaail 



Aged 
|1 2 Year. 



Aged I Aged 
21 Years 30 Years I 



I Aged I Aged | 
] 30 Years 1 00 Y ears I 



Age 

could not] 



could not 









OFFENCES. 



above 12/above 10. above 21. 



j' Murder 



unattended 
Stubbing, Wounding, 



lirairaiM 



12 COUNTY OF ARMAGH. [Criminal Returns 
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COUNTY OF CARLOW. 



AGE ami SEXor PERSONS RETURNED 



i CLERIC 



CROWN and PEACE. 



Total of No. C, 
GRAND TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF CORK. 



[Criminal Reti 



NUMBER) 



ACQUITTED 



DISCHARGED. 



GRAND TOTAL, 
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FOR 1S47.] 



COUNTY OF CORK. 



21 
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COUNTY OF DONEGAL. 






SEX of PERSONS RETURNED 






CROWN 



TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF DOWN. 



TABLE showing the AGE nod SEX of PERSONS RETURNED bf the CLERKS oftho CROWN and PEACE. 










COUNTY OF DUBLIN. 



[Criminal Returns 
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COUNTY OF GALWAY. 



[Criminal Returns 



NUMBER or PERSONS 



i CLERKS . 



CROWN and PEACE, ] 



I insane I ACQUITTED 
detained. DISCHARGED. 



COMMUTATION. 



COUNTY OF GALWAY. 




SEX of PERSONS RETURNED by I 



CROWN and PEACE. 



OFFENCES. 
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COUNTY OF KILDARE (Naas Gaol); 



[Criminal Returns 



CROWN and PEACE. ; 



CLERKS i 






NUMBER of PERSONS RETURNED! 



ACQUITTED 



DISCHARGED. 



COMMUTATION. 



Wblpp ln 





,for 1847.] 



COUNTY OF KILDARE (Naas Gaol). 




CROWN and PEACE. 



SEX of PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS 









Total of No. 6. . 
GRAND TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF THE CITY OF KILKENNY. 



[Criminal Returns 
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;l!= i| Uj* ” 5 Ls i| ! -i fc ! f If s j j |ljl i i p 1 1 1 1 j | ! /!§'!§ |!<-»pl'|! | 

_£_ i iiiirjj . ' M i! J_ ’2 llili 1 1 S rtf jlf s S |fl l Hi* I 





■®* and noi included in the Grand Tola! - is N,,mw«p5^ SCS before Ma Slst r atcs and Petty Sessions 

1 • ' 2 - Number of Persons commltled within the Year for Drue 
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KING’S COUNTY. 







CLEllKS 



•(jaNED 



TABLE 
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COUNTY OF THE CITY OF LIMERICK. 



[Criminal Returns 



; UNDER of PERSONS RETURNED by the CLE1 



i CROWN ami PEACE, 



ACQUITTED 

DISCHARGED. 



IUTATI 
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COUNTY OF LONDONDERRY. 






SEX of PERSONS RETURNED by the CLERKS 



CROWN 



GRAND TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF DROGHEDA. 



CABLE 



SEXof PERSONS RETURNED bytlio CLERKS. 



CROWN and PEACE. 



GRAND TOTAL, 
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COUNTY OF MAYO. 







SEX or PERSONS RETURNED 






CROWN 
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COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. 



AGE and SEX of "PEUSONS RETURNED I 






CLERKS i 



i CROWN and PEACE. 



Fences, not toc°ludca‘ 
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